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SUMMARY:

Heritage Coasts are defined by agreement between Natural England and the relevant maritime 
local authority.  Once defined, Heritage Coast status can help attract visitors and funding to an 
area, and are given protection in the Local Plan.

At the meeting on 4th December 2018 Full Council approved a public consultation on the 
proposal to extend the boundary of St Bees Head Heritage Coast north towards Whitehaven.

This report aims to inform Members of the responses received to the consultation, the 
extended area for Members to consider, and proposed next steps to achieve this.

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                              

That Members approve:

1. The proposed extension to the Heritage Coast
2. The new name of St Bees and Whitehaven Heritage Coast

And that authority is delegated to the Chief Executive to sign the agreement with Natural 
England that adopts the newly defined area when it is produced.

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 A Heritage Coast is defined by agreement between the relevant maritime local 
authorities (such as Copeland Borough Council) and Natural England.  A briefing note 
was prepared by Natural England in 2015 to explain the definition and purpose of a 
Heritage Coast. This note can be viewed at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/heritage-coasts-protecting-undeveloped-
coast/heritage-coasts-definition-purpose-and-natural-englands-role

1.2 Heritage Coasts were established to conserve, protect and enhance:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/heritage-coasts-protecting-undeveloped-coast/heritage-coasts-definition-purpose-and-natural-englands-role
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/heritage-coasts-protecting-undeveloped-coast/heritage-coasts-definition-purpose-and-natural-englands-role


 The natural beauty of the coastline
 Their terrestrial, coastal and marine flora and fauna
 Their heritage features.

1.3 A defined Heritage Coast area provides a number of benefits including:

 Wider recognition of the quality of the area
 Increased tourism opportunities
 Opportunities for attracting grant funding, which can help with enhancements to 

the Heritage Coast as well as ongoing maintenance 
 Production of a management plan for the defined area
 Protection from inappropriate and unsympathetic development through the 

planning system, and ensuring that development is of a higher quality where it 
does take place

1.4 St Bees Head is the only Heritage Coast between Wales and Scotland, and the only area 
of high sea cliffs in the north-west.  It was defined in 1992 and encompasses the 
headland and cliffs, which benefit from environmental and landscape protection in the 
Copeland Local Plan.

1.5 In 2016 Land Use Consultants (LUC) were appointed by the National Trust to assess the 
land to the north of the existing St Bees Head Heritage Coast defined area to determine 
whether any of this land may have the characteristics that would merit its inclusion 
within the St Bees Head Heritage Coast.  

1.6 This work assessed 10 coastal areas from St Bees Head to Whitehaven Harbour in 2016 
against the specific criteria that determines whether land has the characteristics that 
would merit its inclusion.  The full report is available as a background document.

1.7 The extent of the proposed extension to the Heritage Coast, and a gateway area to the 
north of this, are shown in Appendix 1.  It is also suggested that the larger defined area 
be given a new name of St Bees and Whitehaven Heritage Coast.

1.8 This work formed the basis of the public consultation that took place between Monday 
7th January and Friday 15th February 2019.

2.0 RESPONSES RECEIVED TO THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

2.1 A total of 68 representations were received in response to the public consultation and 
the key findings are as follows:



 96% of respondents supported the proposal to extend the St Bees Head Heritage 
Coast, and nobody formally objected;

 No respondents suggested that any of the areas of the proposed extension 
should be removed;

 12 representations suggested additional areas of land be included within the 
Heritage Coast extension.  

2.2   A summary of responses is available at Appendix 2 and detailed responses can be viewed 
at Appendix 3.

2.3 Each of the proposed additional areas was assessed against the evaluation within the 
LUC Study and it was considered that none of them met with the requirements to be 
described as a coastline of exceptionally fine scenic quality

2.4   As a result no changes are proposed having considered the representations received and 
the original work by Land Use Consultants (LUC).

3.0 NEXT STEPS 

3.1 If approved by Full Council, the proposal to extend the Heritage Coast will be formally 
submitted to Natural England to consider.

3.2 Once Natural England have considered our application they will draw up a partnership 
agreement between Copeland Borough Council and Natural England which both parties 
will sign to adopt the extended defined area for the newly named St Bees and 
Whitehaven Heritage Coast.

4. CONCLUSIONS

4.1 The consultation resulted in a very positive response with 96% of respondents 
supporting the proposal to extend the Heritage Coast.  In light of LUC’s assessment and 
following consultation it is proposed that no additional areas be included within the 
Heritage Coast defined area.

4.2 Members are being given the opportunity to consider the summary and detailed 
representations made to the consultation and the Council officer response to them.

4.3 Given the positive consultation Members are therefore asked to approve the proposed 
extension to the St Bees Head Heritage Coast (show in Appendix 1) and the suggested 
new name of St Bees and Whitehaven Heritage Coast.   



5.     STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS 

5.1 The Monitoring Officer’s comments are: No legal issues arise from this report

5.2 The Section 151 Officer’s comments are: There are no resource or value for money 
implications arising from these recommendations.

5.3 Policy Framework: Ambition 1: Town Centre Regeneration (supporting tourism)

5.5 Other Consultee Comments, if any: None

6.      HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED AND HOW ARE THE RISKS GOING 
TO BE MANAGED?

6.1 The Council’s Strategic Planning team will work closely with Natural England to ensure 
the required steps are followed to complete the process of defining the newly named St 
Bees and Whitehaven Heritage Coast.

7.      WHAT MEASURABLE OUTCOMES OR OUTPUTS WILL ARISE FROM THIS REPORT?

7.1 The newly defined area will be published on the Government’s MAGIC website and 
become an area protected by the Copeland Local Plan.

7.2 Partners, such as the National Trust, can then develop a management plan to support 
the protection and enhancement of the Heritage Coast.  

7.3 Heritage Coast status can also encourage additional tourism opportunities and grant 
funding along the ‘Colourful Coast’ area of Whitehaven.
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